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IN THE PRESS,

And speedily will be Published, in Demy Octavo, Price 10s. 6d.
Royal Octavo, Price l6s.

A NEW EDITION OF THE

HISTORY OF INITIATION,
Comprising a detailed account of the Rites and Ceremonies, Doctrines and Discipline of all

the Secret and Mysterious Institutions of the Ancient World.

BY THE REV. GRO. OLIVER, D.D.
Inoumbent of the Collegidte Church; Wolverhampton; Domestic Chaplain to the Right Hon. Lord Kensington;

D.P.G.M. for Linoolnshire; Corresponding Member of the Society of Antiquaries, Scotland.
--Procul, a procu! este profaui,

Conclamat vates, totoque absistite Incl"EN. V. v. 2511.

LONDON: Printed and Published by Brother R. SPENCER,Bookseller and Librarian,
314, High Holborn.

R. SPENCER,
Begs to call the attention of the Craft to the republication of the above Work; which is
extremely valuable to the Brethren who are desirous of investigating the philosophy of Masonry.
It has long been a desideratum to the fraternity, and its worth has been unequivocally decided
by the universal demand which so rapidly exhausted the former Edition. It is a work which is
frequently quoted, but has long been out of the reach of the ordinary purchaser. As a specimen
of oombined talent, learning, and deep research, it has been termed a literary curiosity; and its
disappearance has been deeply regretted.

The information which it embodies is amply sufficient to satiate the curiosity which
natllrally arises in the intelligent Mason's mind, on a subject so curious and interesting as the
mysterious institutions of antiquity. In no other work are the ancient initiations so
satisfactorily explained. The ceremonies are detailed with a minuteness that could only be
acquired by a most laborious research into the metaphysical writings of Greece and Rome, and
the entire process in every country, from the first preparation of a candidate, until his final
enlightenment, is described with equal spirit and truth. The Notes are very numerous,
disoursive, and eniertai.Tring,and add considerably to the value and usefulness of the work.

Having been many years out of print, great numbers of Brethren have not had the
advantage of perusing its pages-; and copies have been disposed of at very considerable prices.

Under these circumstances, a'Pplications have been repeatedly made to the Rev. Author, to
allow 3,\ new ediiltionto he printed. And Brother Spencer has now the pleasure to inform the
M:rsonifJPuhli'c, tha.t Dr. Oliver haS'at. length been induced to undertake a thorough revision of
the' work. The arrangement will be entirely new; and it will be so modified as to correspond
with his former popular volume of Signs and Symbols, and the forthcoming work on the
Theocratic Philosophy of Freemasonry; and without omitting any important portion of the
original, he will so re-model the materials, as to comprise the whole Text and Notes, with
1>headdition of several sheets of entire new matter (the results of his extended reading) in Twelve
Lectures, which will tend to illustrate more clearly the nature and design of the ancient
initiations.

In this edition no expense will be spared to render it wortby the acceptance of the Craft.
Added to a superior type and paper, the binding will be decorated with masonic tooling in tbe
first style of the art. And the publisher begs leave to announce that it is his intention to strike
off a limited number of copies on royal paper, which may not be unworthy of introduction into
the libraries of our noble and wealthy Brethren, who may be desirous of honouring with tbeir
patronage, a subject of surpassing interest with the Freemasons of the present day.

[TURN O~R.J

WEEKLY REVIEW.
No masoniclibrarycan be completewhich does not contain this most curious volume.
Many other testimonies were contained in the Provincial Newspapers and Periodicals of

the day.

Testimonies of the Press in favour of theformer Edition of this Work.
GENTLEMAN'S MAGAZINE.

The Work is learned, curious, and ingenious.
IMPERIAL MAGAZINE.

A Work fromwhich we do not doubt but our readers will deriveconsiderahleamusement,and reap a
proportionatedegree of instruction.
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HISTORY OF FREE-MASONRY,
FROM 1829 to 18·10.

BROTHER SPENCER begs further to announce that he has made arrangements with the

Rev. Dr. Oliver, who edited the fourteenth edition of "Preston's Illustrations of Masonry,"

for a History of the Craft from the closing period of that volume to the present time.

As a new edition of that celebrated work has just made its appearance without any

continuation of the History; it is anticipated that this design will be peculiarly acceptable to

the Craft, as it embraces a period of more than common interest ;-a period of stirring energy,

which has produced incidents and transactions in every quarter of the globe, that have placed

Freemasonry before the public in a new and imposing form.

The "Illustrations" of Preston, though em bracing a fund of information on the general

usages of the order, are chiefly valuable for the comprehensive Historical Account of Freemasonry

in England, which occupies the better portion of the volume. This History, in the present

edition, is incomplete; because it is divested of those important facts which have occurred during

a season when associations for the general advancement of science have formed a distinguishing
feature in the moral economy of society; and Freemasonry, having been submitted to the ordeal

. of scientific investigation, has acquired additional value from the test. During the last ten years

Freemasonry has become firmly established, in public opinion, as a science of benevolence and

usefulness. It has attracted the notice, and received the commendation of good and worthy men

in all classes of the community; its benevolent institutions have been augmented; its resources

increased; and its general utility indubitably confirmed. Great public questions have been
resolved; and the provinces have recruited their strength, and promoted its interests with all

their energy and all their zeal. Philosophy has become tile object of Masonic research; and

moral worth, the test of introduction to the sacred floor of a Mason's Lodge. In a word, a great

and beneficial change" has come over the spirit" of the Order, and many invaluable benefits will

undoubtedly result from the noble designs and moral lessons accomplished by the Craft, during
the times in which we live.

Under these circumstances, so interesting and so momentous to every class of free and

accepted Masons, a faithful record of events cannot fail to be highly acceptable. And Brother
SPENCER rests confidently assured that the established reputation of the Author, as a literary

character, a man, and a Mason, will be considered a sufficient guarantee by the brethren that the

undertaking will be executed with fidelity as to the facts, and impartiality as to the inferences
and conclusions. It will be printed in duodecimo for the accommodation of those who are in

possession of the fourteenth or fifteenth edition of Preston; with which it may either be bound

up, or serve as a separate book of reference for the period whose history and transactions it is
intended to exemplify.

Orders received for these Works by all Booksellers, also by addressing, post paid, (accompanied
by a remittance) to Brother R. SPENCER, Ma.sonic Library, 314, High Holborn, and Brother

F. ('REW, Bookseller, 27, Lamb's Conduit Street.Cop
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